
My daughter sent me a wonderful book for 

my birthday this year:  Iron butterflies, 

Women Transforming Themselves and the 

World, by Birute Regine.  I am recom-

mending it to SOS members because it 

profiles leaders in the twenty-first century 

who will paradoxically embrace vulnerabil-

ity and durability to create better working 

and living relationships for us all. 

 

In the first chapter, Birute says:  òWe can 

sit around feeling depressed or helpless 

about the sorry state of the world, or we 

can do something about it. The women 

leaders I met and interviewed while writing 

this book have done something about it, 

either in their own small, local world or on 

the broader world stage. Their life stories 

and their work gripped me because their 

selective wisdom seemed to be saying, 

ôWe can create a better place.õó  This de-

fines the mission and vision of Seeds of 

Strength. 

 

On May 19, after making visits to the 

eleven finalists in our grants process, we 

gathered to place our  votes in the ballot 

box.  This year, the grants committee de-

cided to invite each finalist to give a 3 min-

ute presentation, summarizing their needs, 

in their own words.  The votes  
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were cast and on June 7, at a lovely 

reception, SOS distributed checks 

to seven elated organizations.  The 

atmosphere at the reception was 

electric with excitement.  Tears of 

happiness were shed, applause was 

triumphant, hugs, hugs and more 

hugs were exchanged; it was a true 

display of our strong partnership 

with the nonprofit sector of 

Georgetown. 

 

I am blessed to be part of a group 

of women who have declared:  

òWe can create a better place.ó  

Grants from Seeds of Strength will 

significantly impact nonprofits in 

our community and make  

Georgetown a better place to live 

for all of us. 

 

Our next event is the Annual 

Membership Luncheon on  

September 15th at Cimarron Hills.  

Please invite a friend to join us on 

our journey. 

 

~Eugenia Koog 
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  Membership Matters 
Our last newsletter recognized new Seeds of Strength members for this 

year and inadvertently two names were left off the new member list! Also 

a part of our 2011 dynamic group is Linda Young and Laura Paige 

Coburn.  We welcome your participation. 

  

Many members attended the presentations made by the selected final-

ists  A special thanks to the grants committee for the tremendous amount 

of work they did in reading the grants and providing members with needed 

information about each organization.  The site visits provided important 

details regarding the nonprofits mission and the outstanding work they do 

in Georgetown. 

  

Thank you for participating in the voting process and attending the awards 

evening at the Chamber of Commerce.  I am in awe of the support, com-

mitment and impact Seeds of Strength is making in the nonprofit sector.  It 

was rewarding and thrilling to see $91,000 given to selected nonprofits in 

the community. 

  

Please mark your calendars for the Seeds of Strength September luncheon 

to be held on Thursday, September 15th at Cimarron Hills.  This is a great 

opportunity to help plant a few seeds and nurture growth by inviting 

friends to hear about the impact SOS members are making in the commu-

nity. 

  

Your support of Seeds of Strength has made such a difference for area  

nonprofits----YOU ARE APPRECIATED!!   

 

Members Kay McConaughey, Evelyn Wong-Herrmann, Ginny Senchack, and Darlene 
Mallory at the Wine & Chocolate, Women and Giving event  held at Wildfire 

"When we  let go 

of trying to get 

more of what we 

don't really 

need, it frees up 

oceans of energy 

to make a differ-

ence with what 

we have.  When 

we make a dif-

ference with 

what we have, it 

expands."  

~Lynne Twist  
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òSeeds of Strength has given me an 

acute awareness of the rising chal-

lenges that many Georgetown fami-

lies face each day ð hunger, home-

lessness, isolation.  The personal 

stories of our neighbors struggling 

to create better lives inspire and 

motivate me.  Working at South-

western for almost 20 years, Iõve 

long realized and appreciated the 

impact our donorsõ collective giving 

provides for our students. There-

fore, when I was invited to join the 

Seeds of Strength Womenõs Giving 

Circle, I was hopeful that our col-

lective giving could make a differ-

ence in Georgetown.  And it has! I 

encourage each SOS member to 

help increase our membership, so 

that our impact through awareness 

and financial resources can grow 

beyond measure.ó 

~Cindy Locke  

òI grew up here in Georgetown, 

and it's unbelievable how much this 

community has grown and changed 

over the years!  The community's 

needs have obviously changed as 

well, and it is such an honor to be 

part of an organization that can 

truly make a difference!  I'm so 

thankful to be a part of Seeds of 

Strength, surrounded by a diverse 

group of women with the same 

goal! Your enthusiasm and spirit of 

giving is contagious - you are all 

such an inspiration!ó    

 ~Devon Boff  

 

òIt is difficult to articulate 

the joy I feel being a part of 

Seeds of Strength. This    

opportunity that anyone can 

be a philanthropist moves 

from theory to practice, the 

results have been so amaz-

ing.  I am honored to be a 

part of this giving circle.  

Seeing my donation have a   

visible impact on our    

community and the many 

non-profits serving those in 

need is very powerful.ó 

~Nancy Knight  

   What Members Are Saying... 

òI love the whole concept of Seeds of Strength. It is 

just wonderful to be able to give a gift, and by joining 

together with other women, to be able to make a 

huge impact in helping so many people through so 

many amazing charities. By joining together, each 

woman is able to contribute in a magnitude that 

we might not be able to achieve without each other. 

I am so grateful to have the opportunity to be a part 

of the wonderful outreach of this remarkable and 

extraordinary organization.ó  

~Carole Burke  

 

 

òSeeds of Strength makes a great character 

statement about Georgetown.  The launch and 

early success of the organization speaks to the 

generosity of our community and the grants 

awarded annually are adding significant support 

to those agencies working to address basic 

needs in our area.  I am pleased to be a part of 

this group of progressive, visionary women.ó 

~Linda McCalla  
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The 2011 Grant Awards Go Toé. 

  The Georgetown Project   $25,000 
 Backpack Buddies    $15,000 
 Hope Alliance     $11,000 
 WBC Opportunities    $10,000 
 CASA of  Williamson County  $10,000 
 Exceptional Georgetown Alliance $10,000 
 Annunciation Maternity Home $10,000 

Ȱ/ÎÅ ÐÉÅÃÅ ÏÆ ÌÏÇ 
creates a small 
fire, adequate to 
warm you up, add 
just a few more 
pieces to blast an 
immense bonfire, 
large enough to 
warm up your en-
tire circle of 
friends; needless 
to say that indi-
viduality counts 
but team work 
ÄÙÎÁÍÉÔÅÓȢȱ  
~Jin Kwon 

Our sincerest gratitude to the ladies who have come together to 

form the Grants Committee, especially the sub-committee heads 

Ginny Senchack, Stephanie Blanck, and Cindy Locke, as well as 

ever-patient and gracious Barbara Pearce, Eugenia Koog, Karen 

Cole, Kathy Krause and the rest of our Guiding Circle members. 

Every one of these women a compassionate, intelligent, endearing 

example of what it means to cultivate a legacy of philanthropy in 

our community as well as in the hearts of all they meet. 
 

Stephanie Blanck  Carole Burke  Pat Crowley 

Christine Davis  Eura Mae Gantt  Cammy Garey 

Evelyn Wong-Herrmann Christine Hightower Cindy Locke 

Kay McConaughey  Linda Morrison  Anne Nelsen 

Barb Ramsey  Jodilinn Robinson  Ginny Senchack 



 

News from the Grant Committee  
 
I think it is easier to give away $91,000 than it is to write a check for $1,000.  With the latter, my 

husband and I really have to justify, analyze and evaluate the expense. What is the cause? Where 

will it go and how far? What will our return be? Can we even afford to write it? Can we afford 

not to? 

 

However, when my check is to become part of a much larger gift, given by women I know and 

trust, to organizations within our community whose worthy programs bridge all kinds of gaps for 

those with every degree of need, I feel absolutely justified in writing it, convinced that it will be 

stretched further than if I were to give separately, and satisfied that I am helping to make a real 

difference in someoneõs life and, consequently, our community. The Seeds of Strength granting 

process should give our members that confidence as well. We can all agree that the seven organi-

zations that received our $91,000 this year will surely be good stewards of their funds and that 

the programs receiving these grants are positive and impactful.   

 

Still, as we begin evaluating this past year and focusing on the next, we need to remain mindful of 

our committeeõs obligation to our membership to provide absolute transparency, clear priorities, 

and consistent communication. This was just one of the goals the Guiding Circle and Grants 

Committee members took away from the debriefing session held on June 9th. Dr. Laura Hansen 

Dean facilitated the two-hour review and provided  valuable insight into our processes. Her out-

side-in perspective helped us to see what the typical member-at-large might see, perceive and  

believe, all of which are extremely important to your Grants Committee as well as critical to the 

success of our Seeds of Strength Giving Circle as a whole. The meeting raised a healthy aware-

ness of present and future growing pains and challenged us to delve deeper into who we are as a 

committee and organization so that we can develop uniformly and cultivate a clear and lasting  

legacy of giving. 

 

This summer, we will be meeting as often as is necessary in order to define our purpose and plan, 

identify and prioritize specific areas needing improvement and implement strategies to help us 

reach the goals we set. If you cannot join us, count on hearing from us or about our progress 

more often and always know that you have a voice.  It is our privilege to hear you! 

 

Regards, Dora Aubin 

For year end reports and information on our 2009 -2010 grant recipients, 

please visit our website at www.seedsofstrength.org. This information will 

be available for your review in our archives.  
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A special thanks to our Event Com-

mittee for organizing the events we 

held this year from the Annual 

Luncheon to the Awards Reception 

and everything in between. We ap-

preciate your time and talents ensur-

ing the success, comfort, and beauty 

of each. Your special touches made 

such a difference and weõre grateful 

for all that you do.  Thank you Amy 

Gantt, Mary Steger, and Neva Stiller 

for sharing your many gifts.  
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Neva Stiller & Amy Gantt 

Esther Weir on voting day Ballots casted at the library! 

Needed: SOS member with crea-

tive, graphic website experience to 

update our website. Fabulous pay  

and benefits! 
 

Needed: SOS photographer at 

events to capture our special      

occasions.  Did we say rewarding 

pay with  heartwarming benefits? 
All eyes and ears on the finalists! 
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On behalf of Hope Alliance's board of directors, staff, volunteers and the 375 
women and children who will live in our emergency shelter over the next 12 
months, our sincerest of thanks to the Seeds of Strength members!  We greatly 
appreciate the $11,000 towards the replacement of our shelter's air conditioning 
and heating system.  Having to displace shelter residents due to no air condi-
tioning, in August or September, would have been further trauma for families 
who are already feeling transient and in crisis.   
 
Our sincere thanks, 
Patty Conner, LCSW  
Chief Executive Officer 
   

Our 2011 Grant Recipient Notes 
 

The Georgetown Project Board of Directors and Staff would like to express 
our gratitude for the $25,000 grant for the Eagle's Nest project.  This fund-
ing will enhance the capacity of our organization by allowing us to hire a 
coordinator for Eagle's Nest, a drop-in center that will provide important 
services after the school bell rings to teens living in transition in our com-
munity, and who are qualified as homeless by Georgetown ISD.  Eagle's 
Nest is the first outreach of its kind in Georgetown, and without the ability 
to hire professional staff we would not be able to open the doors this fall, 
so the SOS grant is both timely and sincerely appreciated.  We are honored 
to have the support of Seeds of Strength and that you believe in our vision 
that Georgetown can become a community where every child is important, 
has caring adults who believe in them, and has the opportunity to thrive.   
 
Sincerely, 
Leslie Janca 
Executive Director  

Barbara Pearce, founder 
of the Georgetown  

Project with Executive  
Director, Leslie Janca  

Patty Conner  
presenting at the 
Voting Meeting 

for Hope Alliance 

Eagles Nest preparing 
for construction 
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Grant Recipient Notes Conõté. 

The entire team of volunteers at Georgetown Backpack Buddies 
would like to thank the beautiful ladies of the Seeds of Strength 
for their generous grant to our organization.  It is through grants 
like this that we are able to grow our program.  We have added 
you to our website and promote your organization every time 
we get a chance to speak in public. 
 
We ended the school year on a high.  There are 380 students 
currently enrolled in the program who are able to take a bag of 
nonperishable food home in their backpacks every Friday. This 
equates to about 1,200 pounds of food purchased from HEB, 
Samôs and the Capital Area Food Bank each week.  Our plans 
are to expand the program to about 500 students at eight of the 
ten elementary schools in Georgetown.  See you in September. 
 
Thank you, 
John Carnes 
 

CASA  
Executive Director, 

Alisa De Luna 

CASA of Williamson County is very grateful for the $10,000 grant 
award that we have received from Seeds of Strength.  This fund-
ing will allow us to continue in our training efforts as we look to-
wards training 60 additional volunteers in the upcoming fiscal 
year.  This will give us the capacity to serve approximately 200 of 
the 587 abused and neglected children in Williamson County by 
the end of summer next year.  To be able to serve that many chil-
dren in just 3 years is a true testament to the commitment to chil-
dren that is present in our county and especially in George-
town.  On behalf of the children we serve, we thank the ladies of 
Seeds of Strength for their true commitment and passion in giving 
back to the community.  You truly make the difference. 
 
Many thanks, 
Alisa De Luna 
Executive Director 

Ginny Senchack with 
Backpack Buddies  

representatives John 
Carnes, Alissa 

Valenzuela, &  Don 
Paul at the Awards 

Ceremony 
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We are very grateful that you found our request worthy of funding.   
 
Your $10,000 grant will go a long way toward completing the expansion of 
the Madella Hilliard Neighborhood Center in Georgetown.   
 
Our plans include adding over 1,400 square feet to the existing space and 
basically rebuilding the Center from the ground up.  We will be able to 
more than double the number of seniors we can serve at lunch and add at 
least 20 more people to our home delivered routes. The Center has not 
been expanded since it was built in 1976 when it served 38 congregate cli-
ents and in 1979, added fifteen home delivered Georgetown seniors. We 
began by cooking 2,340 meals a year and progressed to cooking over 
30,000!   
 
We will be making dedicated space for the volunteers to enter and leave 
the center, add parking for them and the seniors who come in to eat lunch 
and replace the worn out, uncomfortable chairs the seniors have been us-
ing for many, many years. We will be adding additional, ADA bathrooms, 
kitchen equipment and a larger icemaker. The construction will also include 
new electrical, air conditioning, heating and plumbing. 
 
We look forward to inviting you all to our ribbon cutting at the end of this 
year.  Your donation will be memorialized at the Center on a plaque for 
public viewing and will be part of press releases we distribute over the next 
several months. 
 
4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÆÏÒ ÂÅÉÎÇ Á ÖÁÌÕÅÄ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÏÆ 'ÅÏÒÇÅÔÏ×ÎȭÓ 
seniors. Your help is greatly appreciated. 
 
Sincerely, 
Andrew Shell 
Executive Director 

òHow  

wonderful  

it is that  

nobody needs 

to wait a    

single  

moment  

before  

starting to  

improve the 

world.ó 

~Anne Frank 

Paula Goodson 
with WBC 

Opportunities 

Ȱ3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÔÏ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÎÔ ÙÏÕ ÐÁÙ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÒÏÏÍ ÈÅÒÅ ÏÎ ÅÁÒÔÈȢȱ -ÕÈÁÍÍÁÄ !ÌÉ 
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We wish to extend our heartfelt thanks to you for selecting The Annuncia-
tion Maternity Home as a grant recipient for 2011! We are greatly humbled 
by your generosity and faith in us to continue helping our young mothers 
become independent, responsible parents. 
 
The Seeds of Strength grant funds will be used to help install a security sys-
tem on the AMH campus to create a Safe Haven for our clients, many of 
whom are running from former or feared abusers. The Safe Haven security 
system will allow each young woman to focus on continuing her education 
and life skills training because she will know she is in a safe environment.  
The funds you have awarded to AMH combined with funds received from 
another grant award, will allow us to purchase and install cameras inside 
and outside the Education Center and both residential homes and purchase 
and install a security gate at the entrance to the  
campus. This has been a goal for many years, and your gracious grant 
award is making it become a reality. 
 
Simple words fail to express the peace of mind the security system will 
bring to each resident so she in turn can focus her energy and efforts on 
continuing her education and developing her knowledge and skills to be-
come a good mother to her infant.  We wish to express our gratitude to 
each member of the Seeds of Strength for becoming a part of the AMH 
mission and for sharing the gift of life with all of our community!  God bless 
each of you! 
 
With our sincere appreciation and prayers of peace and joy to you, 
 
Linda Holmstrom   Alyssia Woods 
Executive Director   Development Director 

òWomen are like 

tea bags. You 

never know how 

strong they are 

until you get 

them in hot  

water!ó 

~Eleanor  

Roosevelt 

Linda Holmstrom &  
Alyssia Woods  dur-

ing their presentation 
to SOS members 

Ȱ)Î ÕÎÉÏÎ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈȢȱ   ~Aesop 

Grant Recipient Notes Conõté. 



Thank you so much for your generous gift of $10,000.  This donation will 
greatly benefit children with special needs in Georgetown.  As a result of this 
money, we have been able to increase the size of all three of our camps by 
including 15 additional campers. Without these scholarships, these children 
would not be able to attend any camp this summer.  Our Any Eagle Can Camp 
will now run six hours a day instead of four.  We have also added fun field 
trips for all the campers.  This year, campers will enjoy building projects 
through LEGO camp, watching a movie at the Bob Bullock museum, and 
spending a day at the Peaceable Kingdom Retreat.  Your donation will also be 
used to fund transportation so that campers without cars can attend.  Our 
camps begin on June 13th and we are sure others will benefit as well. 
 
Your assistance has touched the heart of many families already.  Upon get-
ting the news that their child received this scholarship and would be able to 
attend camp, parents expressed gratitude and excitement. One mother be-
gan to cry on the phone knowing that her child would be able to participate 
in camp this year as he had not been able to participate in the last few years, 
or since it became tuition based. 
 
On behalf of all involved in summer programming for children with special 
needs, please accept our sincere appreciation to you and for all you have 
done to make this year special.  You have made a significant difference for 
our children and their families. 
 
Our sincerest gratitude, 
 
Dawn Jennings 
Exceptional Georgetown Alliance, President 
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An EGA  parent 
sharing the 

benefits of her 
son attending 
summer camp 

òUnless 

someone 

like you    
cares a 

whole   

awful lot, 

nothing is 

going       
to get      

better.      

It's not. ò 

~Dr. Seuss 

Grant Recipient Notes Conõté. 



116 18th Street Suite 201 

Georgetown, TX 78626 

www.seedsofstrength.org 

Judy Apel, Carolyn Holloway, &  Barbara Hays 

Marji Sikes & Mimi Boney at the Awards Reception 

Karin Truxillo & Judy Williams  

Our Seeds of Strength Membersé. 

P A G E  1 2  

Carole Jebens, Gina Fought and Anne Nelsen 

Linda Morrison & Laura 
���‘�„�—�”�•���”�‡�ƒ�†�›���ˆ�‘�”���–�Š�‡���ˆ�‹�•�ƒ�Ž�‹�•�–�ï�•��

presentations  
Any information to share for the next news-

letter, please email Kristi Stephens at  
KristiMStephens@suddenlink.net 


